SAFE CUSTODY
do any dangerous work when there isn't enough for
four. But when there's work for fifty, and that the
sort of employment you'd give to a row ^of Boy
Scouts ..." She broke off and shrugged her
shoulders, " You don't know this castle, but Bunch
and Bugle do. How, if they're here, can three of you
run them to earth ? Why, you'll lose yourselves as
soon as you leave this floor."
" We've thought of that," said Hubert. " We're
going to search it by sections and try and close each
section as soon as it's searched. It's heart-breaking
work, but it's simply got to be done."
"I think you're right," said Olivia. "I don't
believe anyone's here: but, if they are, they've got
to be routed out before Harris returns. And I think
your method is good—we must hope there are keys
to the doors. But how do you close a staircase ? "
" We must try to watch it," said Hubert.
" Exactly," said Olivia, rising. " There are twenty-
seven staircases at Haydn, and, though you'd hardly
believe it, you'll find quite twenty here. Our fathers
believed in stairs. The times were rough, and emergency
exits—well, you couldn't have too many if you wanted
to see old age. And now I should lock-up this section
and start on the next. You can post me at the head
of the stairs which run out of the hall. If you must,
you can give me the pistol I carried this afternoon."
I touched her arm.
" Will you promise to stay in the shadows ? "
" Yes," she said, " I'll do that."
Two minutes later the gallery's doors were locked,
Olivia was standing by a bookcase at the head of
the principal stairs, and we were searching the bed-
rooms above the principal rooms.
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